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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 



subj ect; 
sounds ; 



An information input apparatus, comprising: 
\an imaging device that forms images of a 

sound recording device that records 



a stsprage medium that stores at least one of 
the images formedXby the imaging device and the sounds 
input by the sound recording device; 

a release switch that initiates a 
predetermined process; 

a sound efifect output device that outputs a 
preset sound effect whei^ the release switch is operated; 
and 

a control device that controls the sound 
effect output device so that the preset sound effect will 
not be output with the sounds recorded by the sound 
recording device when the \release switch initiated the 
itermined process. 

The information input apparatus of claim 1, 
uprising : 

a view finder through which the subject can 
'observed;\ and 

in information output device that outputs 
visual information within the viewfinder, wherein the 
predetermined process is an image recording process that 
forms at least one image of the subject using the imaging 
device and stores \the at least one image in the storage 
medium, wherein the\ control device further controls the 
information output device to output a visual release 
switch indication when \he release switch is operated, 

3. The information input apparatus of claim 1, 
wherein the preset soun$ effect is a shutter sound 
effect, wherein the storag^ medium stores a plurality of 
types of the shutter sound effect, and wherein the sound 
effect output device output^v one of the plurality of 
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types of the shutter sound effect when the release switch 
is operated. \ 
4. 

wherein the storage 
sounds together. 



The information input apparatus of claim 1, 
medium stores the images and the 



a- 5. 

comprising a settinc 
environment, wherein 



The information input apparatus further 
device that sets a photographic 




*/hen the release switch is operated 
the sound effect output device further outputs sound 
effects based on the photographic environment set by the 
setting device. 

6. The information input apparatus of claim 5, 
wherein the setting pevice is a compression device that 
compresses the images formed by the imaging device at a 



selected one of a pli 



rality of compression rates 



The information input apparatus of claim 6, 



wherein a frequency 
sound effect output 
selected compression 

8. The inffc 
wherein the setting 
input apparatus oper^ 
output device outpdt 
operation mode set b^ 



further comprising a 
souot£L effects correspc 



of the sound effects output by the 
device is changed based on the 
rate . 

rmation input apparatus of claim 6, 
device further sets an information 
ting mpde, wherein the sound effect 



s tlieb u uud " effects based on 
the setting device. 



the 



The information input apparatus of Claim 8, 



changing device that changes the 
nding to the operation mode. 
Sp . The information input apparatus of claim 1, 
sr cor^rising: 

sound playback device that outputs the 
sounds stored lk the storage medium; and 

a soWid removing device that silences all or 
part of the presets sound effect when the preset sound 
effect is included m the sounds stored by the storage 
medium. 

11. The information input apparatus of claim 10, 
further comprising a selection device that selects 
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whether to remove the preset sound effect included in the 
Cfd sounds output\ by the sound playback device, wherein the 
sound removing! device silences all or part of the preset 
sound effect when removing the sound effect is selected 
by^the^selectior\ device. A dielm l&) 

The information input apparatus ^ further 
comp^sing\a deleting device that deletes all or part of 
th^/ preset \sound effect from the sounds output by the 
sound playback device when the preset sound effect was 
included in tlae sounds that the sound recording device 
records . 

S^W^^^ The information input apparatus of claim 10, 
whe^in the\sound effect output device outputs the preset 
sound effect^ having a frequency incapable of being 
recorded by t\e sound recording device, incapable of 
being stored by ts|[ie storage medium, or incapable of being 
play^d^back by the^ound playback device. 

*A , The information input apparatus of claim 1 
furbner comprising a display that displays the images 
formed by th& imaging device and the images stored by the 
storage mediums 

^Ajll • T ^ e information input apparatus of Claim 1, 
further comprising al^ illumination device that 
illuminates the subject" wi\h light 

information input apparatus, comprising: 
iging means for forming images of a 




subj ect; 



soundVrecording means for inputting sounds; 
storageV means for storing the images formed 
by the imaging means\and the sounds input by the sound 
recording means; 

indicating ikans for indicating start of a 
predetermined process; 

sound effect 6iitput means for outputting 
preset sound effects when the\ indicating means indicates 
the predetermined process is started; and 

control means for \ controlling the sound 



effect output means, wherein the preset sound effects 
will not be output with tie sounds input by the sound 
recording - means when thfe predetermined process is 
started, 

17. The informaticn input apparatus of claim 16, 
further comprising : 

observation iruians for observing the subject; 



and 

information 
visual information within 
the indicating means is 
predetermined process is a 
stores the images formed 



output means for outputting 
the observation means, wherein 
a release button, wherein the 
n image recording process that 
by the imaging means in the 
storage means, wherein the control means controls the 
information output means to output a visual release 
button indication when the predetermined process is 
started. 

18. The inf ormatio i input apparatus of claim 16, 
settiig means for setting one 
plurality of compression rates 
the imaging means, wherein a 
frequency of the preset sound effects corresponds to the 

setting means. 
The information input apparatus of claim 18, 



further comprising 
compression rate among a 
for the images formed by 



compression rate set by the 

whei^ln ttfte setting means further sets an information 



input apparatus operating mode, wherein the preset sound 
effects correspond to the operation mode set by the 
setting means. 

20. The information input apparatus of claim 16, 
further comprising : 

sound payback means for playback of the 
sounds stored in the storage means; and 

sound silencing means for silencing all or 
part of the preset sounds, effects when the preset sound 
effects are included in th^ sounds stored by the storage 
m£ 

^^^^^S 1 ! . The information ii\put apparatus of claim 20, 
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further comprising selecting means for selecting whether 
the preset sound effects included in the sounds played 
back by the sound playback means are silenced, wherein 
the sound silencing mdans silences all or part of the 
preset sound effects wnen silencing the sound effects is 
selected by the selecting means. 

The information input apparatus of claim 20, 
comprising deleting means for deleting all or 
part of theVreset sound effects the sounds input by the 
sound recording means . 

TheVLnf ormation input apparatus of claim 20, 




wherein theXsound effect output means outputs the preset 
sound effects^ with a frequency incapable of being input 
by the sound r^pording means, incapable of being stored 
by the storage mfeans, or incapable of being played back 
by the sound playback means. 

24. A method of controlling an information input 
apparatus, comprising^! 

forming ii^ages of a subject using an imaging 

device; 

performing \sound recording of sounds 
occurring near the information input apparatus using a 
sound recording device; 

storing the imaVes formed by the imaging 
device and the sounds recorded by the sound recording 
device in a storage medium; 

operating a release \ switch to initiate a 
predetermined process; 

outputting a sound \effect when the 
predetermined process is initiated; 

controlling the output of ^e sound effect 
during the sound recording so that when th& predetermined 
process is initiated the sound effect will nest be output. 
(\ The m ethod of claim 24, further comprising: 

J \ observing the subject through a viewfinder; 

and 
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outputting vilsual information within the 
viewfinder, wherein the predetermined process is an image 
recording process that stiores the images formed by the 



imaging device in the sto 
information is a release 
the release switch is opei 
26 . The method c 
setting the photographic 



rage medium, wherein the visual 
switch operation indication when 
ated. 

f claim 24, further comprising 



environment with a setting 
device, wherein the sound) effect outputting step outputs 
the sound effect based on the photographic environment 



set by the setting device 
27. The method o 
step sets an information 



and the outputting step oi tputs the sound effect based on 



claim 26, wherein the setting 
input apparatus operating mode 



the setting device, 
claim 24, further comprising: 
the sounds stored in the 
!:er; and 

sound effect when the sound 
sounds recorded by the sound 



the operation mode set by 

28. The method of 
playing back 

storage medium with a spea 
silencing th 
effect is included in the 
recording device. 

29. The method of claim 28, wherein the 
silencing step comprises deleting the sound effect from 
the sounds when the sound effect is included in the 
sounds recorded by the sound recording device. 

*h>s^ ^^30. The\method of claim 28, wherein the sound 
^B^i^Eputting step \outputs the sound effect using a 
frequency outside \a frequency range of the sound 
recording device, the\storage medium or the speaker. 



